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On 13th July we played at Weston Church 
for an open day. We had the choice of playing 
in the Church or in a marquee on the lawn. 
We chose the marquee as the Church was full 
of stalls and exhibits. The event was quite late 
being booked and quite a few of the band were 
otherwise engaged, but we still had 19 and put 
on a good performance.  

After the event some of the band went to 
the Chequers pub for a drink and a meal 
and were joined other band members and 
some from the training band. 

On 20th July we were invited to play at St 
Matthew’s Church, Sutton Bridge 
for their Flower Festival.  A good concert 
which was enjoyed by the audience.  The 
audience was smaller than the organisers 
had hoped but there were other activities 
in the area. 

 A reminder that your music must 
be returned to the bandroom if 
you are absent from practice; and 
must be made available if you are 
absent from engagements. 

 Please remember to take your 
music stand to engagements; we 
will no longer take a large quan-
tity of music stands! 

We are sad to record that Diane 
Parker (2nd cornet) died on 11th 

July after a bat-
tle with cancer.  
Her funeral 
service took 
place at Gedney 
Hill on 30th 
July.  Diane and 
husband Brian 

joined the band in 2007 through the 
Learn to Play Week.  Diane was 
treasurer for many years and ran the 
Bingo with Brian.  She will be sadly 
missed. 

The next bingo is on Friday 9th 
August.  The bingo sessions raise 
welcome funds to help with the 
band’s overheads.  All sections of 
the band benefit.  Help is needed to 
set up at 6.30, sell tickets at 7.00, 
serve refreshments at 8.15, and 
pack away at 9.30.  Please help if 
you can . 

Please donate raffle prizes for the 
Bingo’s raffle.  A box is provided in 
the bandroom. 

It was Dennis Sparrow’s (tenor horn) 
90th birthday on 22nd July.  Some 
of the band went to his house on the 
day and we had snacks and drinks in 
celebration at our practice on 24th 
July. 

 

Learn to Play 

It’s Learn to Play week again, from 
29th July to 2nd August. 

Leaflets and posters were delivered to 
local schools and an article was submit-
ted to the local press. 

Attendance has been poor!  3 new 
learners turned up on the first day, and 
4 more on the second day.  Also we 
had 2 members of the Learner Group/
Training Band and one member of the 
senior band came to help the Musical 
Director.  

The Learn to Play week continues for 
2 more days in August and we hope 
some of the new learners will continue 
in our Saturday morning Learner 
Group. 

 

JULY EVENTS  
MUSICAL D IRECTOR ’S 

COMMENTS 

GOODBYE 

B INGO 

 



COMING UP 

PAGE 2 NEWSLETTER - JULY 2019 

Musical Director Mel Hopkin 01775 712420 mel@mhopkin.co.uk 
Chairman Stephanie Palmer 01406 425227 spalmer9902@gmail.com 
Secretary  Deborah Simpson 01945 701286 deborah.simpson4371@gmail.com 
Treasurer Martin Oliver 01406 330209 martinoliver9999@gmail.com 
Band Manager Neil Simons 01406 490858  neil@blott.org 

OFFICERS 

EVENTS L IST 

Date  Event   Arrive Start 
 
29th July to 2nd August Learn to Play Week   2.00 to 4.00pm each day 
Saturday 31st August Cowbit Playing Field   1.30pm 2pm 
Saturday 14th September Last Night of the Proms, Whaplode Drove  7pm 7.30pm 
Sunday 10th November Remembrance Sunday  2.30pm 2.45pm 

CHILD PROTECTION 

We have joined Brass Bands England to take advantage of their 
BandSafe scheme and to comply with the Child Performance 
Licensing legislation   

Two band members must complete a 3-hour BandSafe training 
course.  The Musical Director and the Secretary did this on 
24th July.  The training is valid for 2 years and will then have to 
be renewed. 

We are now the only band in the area to have a youth section; 
indeed we have a learner group and training band as well as 
young people in the main band. 

Under the Child Performance regulations there are many im-
provements we need to  make to ensure compliance.  This will 
involve a new membership form (to include medical problems 
such as allergies and medication), a new safeguarding policy, a 
risk assessment before every job, a whistle-blowing policy, an 
anti-bullying policy and a code of conduct. 

We also need to appoint a welfare officer;  we need to have a 
first-aider at all concerts as well as someone who has been 
trained through BandSafe; we need a health and safety proce-
dure and a complaints procedure.  And we need to update DBS 
checks (Disclosure and Barring Service) on everyone involved 
with children, including chaperones. 

 

On 31st August we are playing at a village garden fete off 
Parkin Road, Cowbit.   

On 14th September we have a Last Night of the Proms 
concert at the Elizabethan Centre, Whaplode Drove.  We 
hope to have a practice there before the concert 
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