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R EMEMBRANCE
We were invited to take part in a Remebrance
Concert at the South Holland Centre, Spalding. There was to be a choir and the Royal
British Legion would be involved.
The organisers wanted the concert to be based
around songs from the First World War. We
provided them with details of music we
thought would be suitable, including two new
pieces we bought for the occasion 'Songs from
the Great War' and 'Oh What a Lovely War'.
The choir came from Ayscoughfee Hall
School. They sang the choruses to the popular
WW1 songs and also read poems from the
time - all from memory.

P RACTICES
Learner/Starter Groups
As the band will be out and about carolplaying, there will be no Saturday morning
practices for the Learner Group and
Starter Group on 3rd, 17th or 24th December, and not on 31st December. Practices restart on 7th January.
Main Band/Training Band
There will be no practice on Wed 21st
December because the Main Band is playing carols at the Church at 6.00pm. Training Band members welcome to join in.
After the carols we will return to the bandroom for Christmas nibbles and drink
before going to the Masonic Hall in Spalding for more carols.
And, we’re having a night off on Wed 28th
December!
Practices restart on 4th January.

A standard bearer from the Royal British Legion marched on to the accompaniment of the
British Legion March; he also dipped the standard to last Post (beautifully played by Thomas
Judd-Cooper.

The following week, 11th January, is the
Band’s AGM. All members (including
training band, learner and starter groups,
and parents of younger members) are encouraged to come along.

R EMEMBRANCE S ERVICE
Our regular visit to Holbeach St marks for
their remembrance service.

Comperes for the evening were Chris and Jan
Whitbourn.
The evening went fairly smoothly, and it was
nice playing in the South Holland Centre, but
the comperes’ programme for the evening did
not match ours!

As usual were went out to the war memorial near the church with instruments,
music and stands to play incidental music
before the wreaths were laid. The vicar
was early and started prayers as soon as we
got there. So after playing last Post (well
done, Kevin King) we returned to the
church without playing anything else.

B ANDROOM
An offer from an anonymous person to
buy the bandroom for use by the band
has been rejected by the Council.
Extract from Holbeach Parish Council Minutes 14 November 2016
(b) Offer to purchase Band Hall: Councillors
Terry Harrington, Paul Gunn, Martin Howard and Val Gemmill declared an interest.
Councillor Armiger reported that Joan
Woolard, a former Councillor, has made an
offer from an anonymous person to buy the
Band Hall for £25,000 and lease it to the
Band in perpetuity (as long as there is a
band).
The problem being that it was last valued at
£29,500 in 2014 and the law states that
the Council cannot sell it less than the
valuation price except in exceptional circumstances for the benefit of the community, and
which we would need the permission of the
current Secretary of State.
The feeling at Mondays Finance meeting was
to informally talk to the Band and see if
they were willing to pay the difference between the £25k and the valuation price,
which they provisionally had agreed.
Councillor Paul Foyster proposed that the
offer not be accepted as it would take value
away from the Council offices and should be
retained as an asset. Agreed.
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P AGE 2

C OMING U P
Christmas
We start our
Christmas season
on 2nd Dec. with a
return visit to St
Mary’s Church,
Tydd St Mary.
There is limited
parking, but you
can park on the side of the road. The
Church is small and it will take a bit of

Christmas music.
On 17th December, we are making a
return visit to the Holy Trinity
Church, Holbeach.

Uniforms
When we are playing outside (Sainsbury
carols and Holbeach carols outside the
Church) it’s winter coats and santa hats.

There will be carols aplenty at the local supermarkets (at Sainsburys, Morrisons and Tescos). Remember parking is limited at Sainsburys and Tescos
so you will have to register your car
when you arrive, or risk a fine.
time to get in position.
On 4th Dec we have our regular visit
to All Saints Church, Holbeach for the
St Nicholas Fayre for an afternoon of

On 21st Dec we are playing carols
around the tree at All Saints Church,
Holbeach from 6.00pm. We will then
return to the bandroom for some festive
nibbles and drink until 8.30 when we
will set off for Spalding to play at the
Masonic Lodge.

There will be more carols at the band’s
December Bingo. Band members run
the bingo and provide refreshments at
half time. We need some extra help
from non-players at half time to free
the band members to play. Please help
if you can.

At Morrisons and Tescos we expect to
be playing under cover, and could be
warm - winter coats are OK but if you
take it off you must have your uniform
on.
Waistcoats for all other events, but take
your jumper in case the venue is cold!
Collectors
It is very important to have collectors for carol-playing at supermarkets. Parents or spouses can help
here, also members of the learner,
starter and training band who are
not playing will be made very welcome.

E VENTS L IST
Date
Fri 2 December

Time(s)
7.30 - 9.30pm

Event
Christmas Concert at Tydd St Mary
Park on roadside. Not much room in the church!

Sat 3 December

10.00 to 12.30
2.00 to 3.00pm

Carols at Sainsburys Spalding
Carols in Crowland Abbey

Sun 4 December

2.00 to 3.30pm

Concert at Holbeach St Nicholas Fayre
Playing inside church

Fri 9 December

8.15 - 8.30pm

Carols for Band Bingo
Helpers needed to serve refreshments

Sun 11 December

10.00 to 12.30

Carols at Morrisons Pinchbeck

Sat 17 December

10.00 to 12.30
7.30 - 9.30pm

Carols at Tescos Holbeach
Christmas Concert at Holy Trinity Church, Holbeach

Wed 21 December

6.00 – 7.00pm
9.00 - 10.00pm

Carols outside the Church, Holbeach
Followed by refreshments at the bandroom
Carols at Masonic Lodge, Spalding

10.00 to 12.30pm

Carols at Tescos Holbeach

Sat 24 December
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P AGE 3

B AND M EETING
There was a Band Meeting on 22nd November. As you know the Band has whole band
meetings rather than Committee meetings.
This gives everyone the chance to take part in
running the band. So please come along to
these meetings and have your say!
Points arising from the meeting:
Music Folders:: All black folders should
have been returned to the bandroom. If you
still have one please returned it immediately to
be sorted for the new season.
Band members will meet on 29th December
to remove old music and put in new pieces.

B AND P ARTY
Coming soon!
We are having a Band Party on 29th
January at the W.I. Hall, Holbeach.
In the afternoon we will have a Music
Café with entertainment by all our
players (main band, training band and
learner groups) to which the public will
be invited. As before, the band’s supporters are encouraged to provide cake
for sale in the café.
When this is over the party will start.

The MD will be putting next year’s programme together very shortly. Band members
should let know him know if there are any
pieces they would like including.
AGM on 11th January:
At the AGM we need to appoint the following
positions:
Chairman to provide leadership; to represent
the band; to chair meetings
Librarian to ensure all players have the correct music; to hand out new music; to help
members who can’t find their part!
Uniform Person to fit out new members
with uniforms; to take spare uniforms to engagements for guest players
Band Manager to maintain order; to ensure
people are in correct uniform; to organise
transport of equipment to events
Deputy Treasurer to assist the Treasurer;
to act in the Treasurer’s absence
Subscriptions
From January, members are encouraged to pay
their subs quarterly by standing order. This
will ease the burden on the treasurer.

O FFICERS

Musical Director

Mel Hopkin

01775 712420

mel@mhopkin.co.uk

Chairman

Stephanie Palmer

01406 425227

stephaniepalmer@tesco.net

Secretary

Bev Davey

01775 720192

bev@bevdavey.fsnet.co.uk

Treasurer

Diane Parker

01406 330451

dianefleurcottage@hotmail.com

